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AUTHORITY: Sec. 4, Act of May 11, 1938, (52 
Stat. 347): Act of August 1, 1956 (70 Stat. 774): 
25 U.S.C. 396a-g; and 25 U.S.C. 2 and 9. 

SOURCE: 61 FR 35653, July 8, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 211.1 Purpose and scope. 

(a) The regulations in this part gov-
ern leases and permits for the develop-
ment of Indian tribal oil and gas, geo-
thermal, and solid mineral resources 
except as provided under paragraph (e) 
of this section. These regulations are 
applicable to lands or interests in lands 
the title to which is held in trust by 
the United States or is subject to a re-
striction against alienation imposed by 
the United States. These regulations 
are intended to ensure that Indian min-
eral owners desiring to have their re-
sources developed are assured that 
they will be developed in a manner 
that maximizes their best economic in-
terests and minimizes any adverse en-
vironmental impacts or cultural im-
pacts resulting from such development. 

(b) The regulations in this part shall 
be subject to amendment at any time 
by the Secretary of the Interior. No 
regulation that becomes effective after 
the date of approval of any lease or 
permit shall operate to affect the dura-
tion of the lease or permit, rate of roy-
alty, rental, or acreage unless agreed 
to by all parties to the lease or permit. 

(c) The regulations of the Bureau of 
Land Management, the Office of Sur-
face Mining Reclamation and Enforce-
ment, and the Minerals Management 
Service that are referenced in §§ 211.4, 
211.5, and 211.6 are supplemental to the 
regulations in this part, and apply to 
parties holding leases or permits for 
development of Indian mineral re-
sources unless specifically stated oth-
erwise in this part or in such other 
Federal regulations. 

(d) Nothing in the regulations in this 
part is intended to prevent Indian 
tribes from exercising their lawful gov-
ernmental authority to regulate the 
conduct of persons, businesses, oper-
ations or mining within their terri-
torial jurisdiction. 

(e) The regulations in this part do 
not apply to leasing and development 
governed by regulations in 25 CFR 

parts 213 (Members of the Five Civ-
ilized Tribes of Oklahoma), 226 (Osage), 
or 227 (Wind River Reservation). 

§ 211.2 Information collection. 

The information collection require-
ments contained in this part do not re-
quire a review by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget under the Paperwork 
Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 3501; et seq.). 

§ 211.3 Definitions. 

As used in this part, the following 
words and phrases have the specified 
meaning except where otherwise indi-
cated: 

Applicant means any person seeking a 
permit, lease, or an assignment from 
the superintendent or area director. 

Approving official means the Bureau 
of Indians Affairs official with dele-
gated authority to approve a lease or 
permit. 

Area director means the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs official in charge of an 
area office. 

Authorized officer means any em-
ployee of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment authorized by law or by lawful 
delegation of authority to perform the 
duties described in this part and in 43 
CFR parts 3160, 3180, 3260, 3280, 3480 and 
3590. 

Cooperative agreement means a bind-
ing arrangement between two or more 
parties purporting to the act of agree-
ing or of coming to a mutual arrange-
ment that is accepted by all parties to 
a transaction (e.g., communitization 
and unitization). 

Director’s representative means the Of-
fice of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement director’s representa-
tive authorized by law or lawful delega-
tion of authority to perform the duties 
described in 30 CFR part 750. 

Gas means any fluid, either combus-
tible or non-combustible, that is pro-
duced in a natural state from the earth 
and that maintains a gaseous or rar-
efied state at ordinary temperature 
and pressure conditions. 

Geological and geophysical permit 
means a written authorization to con-
duct on-site surveys to locate potential 
deposits of oil and gas, geothermal or 
solid mineral resources on the lands. 

Geothermal resources means: 
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